Camp Mattatuck Volunteers

Connecticut Rivers Council, BSA

Thomas J.Horan Scholarship
Camp Mattatuck has a postcard-perfect spring-fed pond, a healthy forest, COPE, mountain
bikes, archery, rifle, a conference center, and one of the country’s finest climbing walls. A camp’s
greatest resource, however, is its people. Qualified personnel with Scout Spirit mean more to a
quality program than any facilities.
At the suggestion of Assistant Camp Director Jeromy Nelson, the Mattatuck Volunteers
decided at the April 25, 2010 quarterly meeting to establish a scholarship for staff members in
memory of longtime staff member, Scoutmaster, and Camp Director Thomas Horan. The purpose
of the scholarship is to help key college-aged staff members afford to return to work at camp
instead of seeking other employment. A sub-committee led by former Mattatuck Volunteers
Chairman Joe Gannon will propose a formal plan at the July 22nd quarterly meeting. (see details
below)

Quarterly Meeting July 22nd
Join us on Thursday, July 22, when the Mattatuck Volunteeers will hold an important
quarterly business meeting. Among items on the agenda are:
• finalize the details of the Thomas J.Horan Scholarship
• establish price and menu for the 2nd Annual Camp Mattatuck Volunteers Dinner (Oct.2)
• review progress of our part in the Long Range Plan for the camp
• review new camp brochure
If you would like to eat dinner at camp (6pm) prior to the meeting please make a reservation by
calling 860-283-9577. The meeting, to begin at 7PM, will take place in the picnic grove.

Road Warriors
Raising $30,000 to pave the first 700 feet of the camp road sounds like a daunting task, but
we’re off to a great start thanks to the generosity of families at camp and Volunteers from across
the country. In four days $1500 was collected or pledged. Give today. A thousand mufflers and
suspensions will thank you.
About the cover photo: Kachina dolls carved by Ken Conrad sat on stone pillars built by Pop Carozza. Installed in 1956, the dolls
lasted until around 1963. The pillars stood until a few years ago.
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What’s Missing?
from this photo?…Give up? The Trading Post! The
old trading post, built by Norm Baril and camp staff in
1951, was razed in June. See more news below. (photo
taken from the camp road just East of Tuttle Lodge.

Old Buildings Find New Uses
Tuttle Lodge, the former camp office, is our new Trading Post. Camp Director Chris Moon
already reports increased sales due to the roominess and accessibility of the new store.
Merchandise is now within reach of the customer, and more customers can be in the store at the
same time. It’s no longer a “hassle” to visit the Trading Post. New windows add to the comfort.
The camp reports increased sales after the first week of camp. After the 2010 summer season
the floor joists and flooring will be replaced to complete the transformation.
Lovett Lodge was converted from a workshop to an office. The open floor plan provides room for
small meetings year-round. New front and back doors were installed, and two tongue-and-groove
knotty pine offices were made utilizing leftover wood from Leever Lodge.
Our thanks and congratulations to Chris Moon and all the individuals who made these conversions
a reality. Funding was contributed by Vince Ferri through the Mattatuck Volunteers.

New Mohawk Latrine
The long-awaited Mohawk Campsite latrine is complete! Featuring four private showers,
the latrine is in the “old volleyball court” or “Cedar-Mohawk clearing”. By next summer the scar
from the construction will be gone and the latrine will blend into the landscape. Thanks to Jon
Andrew for leading this vital project. This is the last construction project until the Long Range Plan
is complete.
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The Family Grows

Tina (Horan) Romeo and Sal Romeo (left) announced the birth of their son Santino on
March 10th. Lucas Parker Nelson was born to and Jeromy Nelson and Beth (Horan) Nelson (right)
on May 18th.

Mattatuck Chapter , Order of the Arrow Officers
(elected June 20, 2010)

Chief
David Dickinson
Cheshire
Vice
Colton Wagner
Naugatuck
Treasurer
Matt Kirby
Cheshire
Secretary
Fran Guererra
Waterbury
The Order of the Arrow set up camp in June. This is a huge benefit to the camp because it gives
the staff more time to train and prepare for the season.

Camp Director’s Message
By Christopher J.Moon

It sometimes happens during summer camp but more often it is during the spring or fall.
Here is the scenario. I am walking past Tuttle Lodge and I see a person walking down the road
towards the lake. His eyes are sparkling and wide open. A smile is emerging from his face. I know
exactly what is going through his mind. I look at him and say “you came to camp as a child.”
Then the stories begin. The memories that he wasn’t sure were real until he returned to camp and
saw that it is still here and still as beautiful as it was then. Camp is exactly the same… only
different.
The time spent at camp has positively influenced the lives of so many people that it is
immeasurable. The work ethic, the care and concern for doing a job right the first time, the ability
to speak confidently in front of a large group, the ability to work well with youth and adults. Where
else can you learn these skills?
I saw a past staff member a few years ago at a gymnastics competition. He introduced me
to his family and said to them “Remember all the stories that I told you about camp.” Almost on
cue, his daughters rolled their eyes and said “Yes, we hear it over and over.” They then looked at
me and one of them said. “There really isn’t a place like that, is there?” They were amazed when I
told them a few other things about camp. They actually had thought their dad was making up
these stories.
Almost every year at the Summer Camp staff plaque signing, I make this statement. “The
most reliable caring and knowledgeable people that I know, I know from working here at Camp
Mattatuck.”
That statement was true, is true and will continue to be true.
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Food…a Crucial Ingredient to a
Successful Camp
By Joe LeClair

It was around 1967. As we
stood in our normal places around
the table waiting for Grace to be
said, we spotted something
unusual. It was the first and last
time I saw one at camp. It was
small, but menacing. There on
each plate crouched a solitary
prune, ready for action! I’m not
sure how successful this new
“movement” was, because most
of
the
prunes
ended
up
everywhere
except
where
intended.
More recently, the
camp chef had a more practical
approach,
by
assigning
Counselors-in-Training to hand
out apples as the Scouts exited
the room.
The first question most parents ask when visiting their son at camp is “How is the food?”.
The answers over the years have been generally, “OK”, which can be translated to “Good”. Our
Scouts enjoy wholesome meals served family style. The Scouts still take turns serving as waiter
for three meals in a row. There is seldom a limit on servings. Over the years each chef has had
his strong points. Some will fondly remember Romeo’s fresh baked bread. Others may
remember Peanut butter soup from the ‘70’s or turtle soup from the 1940’s.
Today breakfasts include pancakes, French toast, egg sandwiches, fruit, pastries, and the
ever-present cereals. Lunches feature sandwiches, soups, pizza, tacos, etc., while roast beef,
ham, chicken, pasta, ziti, turkey, roast pork, and other main courses highlight the evening meal.
Some of the changes in the past 20 years or so…♦Staff members are no longer assigned
to tables but sit wherever they can find a place. Today’s troops have a higher leader-to-Scout
ratio so staff’s presence is not as critical as it used to be. ♦We now have a salad bar! And many
of the Scouts take advantage of it and enjoy it. The salad bar not only allows the boys to choose
what they want, it is more efficient for the camp because there’s less wasted food.
Camp Chef Bridget Bernetsky works with Assistant Camp Director Jeromy Nelson to
ensure wholesome food within the confines of the camp budget. They do a fine job.
To support us, send a tax-deductible check to:

Camp Mattatuck Volunteers
PO Box 257
Plymouth, CT 06782-0257
www.campmattatuck.org

