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Camp Mattatuck Volunteers

Building Boom!
Thanks to the generosity of the Diebold Foundation and the Leever Foundation, and the hard
work by many volunteer workers, Camp Mattatuck has two new buildings that will serve the camp well for
generations to come. The Diebold Foundation enabled the Connecticut Rivers Council to construct a fine
ranger’s workshop/storage building. Of
metal frame construction, this 5000 square
foot heated building has commercial-style
garage doors so camp vehicles can drive
right in to make deliveries. Tents, bunks,
and other items will be stored securely here,
freeing up the dining hall for winter
programs. The Mattatuck Volunteers
purchased a forklift to enable the staff to
store items efficiently and make good use of
the 16 foot height of the building. This
functional building sits on the site of the
original rifle range, a short walk from the
Hirsch-Cole Lodge, the ranger’s home. Jon
Andrew and Jamark Construction led the
construction. The Harold Leever Learning
Center , also known as Leever Lodge, is a log cabin conference center, which sleeps 40, and has a large
meeting room, office, kitchen and 7 showers. The work was led by Chris Start and Chris Moon. This
beautiful building can be rented by anyone whether they are having a meeting, a party, a baby shower or
wedding. It will also be used for training programs and by groups using our COPE course, or for any
group seeking something bigger and less rustic than our other cabins. Leever Lodge is located between
the south end of the airport runway and the COPE course. For photos, go to our
website…www.campmattatuck.org.
Now that Lovett Lodge is no longer the workshop, the plan is to convert it to an office, transform
Tuttle Lodge into a Trading Post, and raze the existing trading post. If you would like to help with this
project, please contact Camp Director Chris Moon 860-597-4339. This work will be done in the Spring of
2010.
New construction is on hold in all council camps until a 10-year plan is developed. Before you
can decide “where you want to go”, you must first determine “where you are”. The Mattatuck Volunteers
will assist Pat Sheridan and Jeromy Nelson in gathering information about the buildings, utilities, roads,
and other elements of the facility, so that Pat and Jeromy can then compose a comprehensive plan for
the future. If you would like to help with this project, contact Joe LeClair 203-217-7123 or
jleclair@tr52.com.

Chairman’s Message
By Joe LeClair

Camp Mattatuck has never been better, due to the dedicated efforts of Chris Moon and his
band of staff members and volunteers. An exciting COPE course, an advanced rock
climbing program, mountain biking, whitewater canoeing, and the finest shooting ranges
around challenge today’s Scouts. Some of these activities are offered in the Spring and
Fall, too. Chris deserves our support. Through our e-mail distribution I proposed a 2010
plan composed of several segments related to projects, promotion, and fund raising. It is
an ambitious but achievable goal. Whether you are within a stone’s throw of camp or live on the other
side of the country, there are ways you can help. If you did not receive the plan and would like one,
please contact me at jleclair@tr52.com.
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Six Degrees from Baden Powell
“Pop” and “Zach” Hirsch
In the early 1930’s young Zach Hirsch sat with his troop around a campfire.
Sometime during the program two men quietly joined the group, and listened and
watched the remainder in silence. Zach recognized one as his friend’s dad,
James E. West, Chief Scout of the Boy Scouts of America and one of the
legendary figures of the movement. He later learned that the second man was
none other than artist Norman Rockwell.
Many of you will remember or heard of Pop Hirsch, the outstanding
Scouter who helped shape the traditions at Camp
Mattatuck. A native of San Francisco, Mr. Hirsch was
training as a balloon pilot when World War I ended. He
had a men’s clothing business before turning to
Advertising and Public Relations. After retiring at a
relatively young age, he devoted himself to the Scouting
movement. He was an Assistant Scoutmaster for 45 days with Troop 10, New
Rochelle, NY. The troop grew rapidly, so a new unit, Troop 11, was formed with
Pop as Scoutmaster. Among the boys in the New Rochelle troops were Pop’s
three sons, all Eagles, and the sons of James E. West.
Why was he called “Pop”? In 1935 he retired from business, and enrolled
as the oldest man in BSA National Training School for Scout Executives. He
served as Field Executive, Manhattan Council, New York City. Dr. West asked
Pop and Constance Hirsch
him to take on this assignment which included starting Cub Scouting in New York
City. When Zach received his Eagle Scout badge from Dr.West in 1935. In 1937 Pop was a Scoutmaster
at the first National Scout Jamboree in Washington, DC. In 1940 he retired
again, and moved to Woodbury, CT, where he became a “Dollar-a-year
Executive” in Mattatuck Council. Here his showmanship and public relations
skills became widely known, as he scripted ceremonies for recognition
dinners, fund raising presentations, and other Scout functions. In 1942 Pop,
assisted by his sons, forever left his mark on Scouting in the Waterbury area
by organizing Mattatuck Lodge #217, Order of the Arrow. Included in the
original group of inductees were Pop and Scout Executive David Babson. Pop
was a Field Commissioner, Council Training Chairman, and Council
Commissioner, in the Mattatuck Council throughout the 1940’s and 1950’s.
Among his other accomplishments:
•
Region One (New England) committee. Wrote and directed opening,
closing, Silver antelope ceremonies for Regional Annual Meetings.
Zach Hirsch
Awarded Silver Beaver (council) and Silver Antelope (region) Awards.
• Served as Volunteer Host, with his wife, Constance, at Regional HQ tent at 1950-1953-1957
National Jamborees
• The ranger’s home at Camp Mattatuck, is named “Hirsch-Cole Lodge”, because it was financed by
Pop and Connie Hirsch
•
1960-1964: ♦Board Member, Mission Council, Santa Barbara, CA
•
Member Regional Committee, region 12 9West Coast, AK, HI). Continued to attend Region
One Meetings. Wrote and directed Regional ceremonies. Served as Volunteer Host, with his wife,
at Regional Tent at 1960, 1964 National Jamborees
•
1964: Received the Silver Buffalo (national) Award at national Council meeting in Chicago
•
1964-1982: Board Member, San Diego County Council.
•
Continued on Regional Board until 1980.
Pop lost his eyesight, but continued to inspire others through notes and his annual Chrismas poems.
This dynamic leader passed away in 1982.
Zach Hirsch, a Scout since 1932, not only helped to found the Mattatuck Lodge of the Order of the Arrow,
(cont’d)
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(cont’d from page 2)
but also started a lodge in Springfield, Massachussetts. Before and after serving with the 8th AirCorps in
World War II he was a field commissioner in Waterbury. His job at S.S. Kresge Company moved him
back and forth to several cities and he kept serving Scouting in those cities. A contributing editor to Boys’
Life and Scouting magazines from 1946 to 1951, he joined the ranks of professional Scouting in 1955 He
served in Buffalo and Minneapolis before joining the national staff in 1972.
Zach’s lifetime experience in acting and theater suited him well in his position as Director of
National Shows and Program Features. In this role he directed National Jamboree arena shows,
National Explorer Conferences, National Executive Training Conferences, and led the programs related
to America’s Bicentennial and Scouting’s Diamond Jubilee 75th Anniversary. He served as Scouting’s
liaison to the White House, and worked with Presidents Ford, Carter, and Reagan and their staffs.
Zach was on the staff of eight national and three world jamborees, and recreated Brownsea Island
for several Jamborees starting in 1977.
He continues to volunteer in his home council in Prescott, Arizona.

Spotlight on:
Justin Martin
By Francis Sanzari

Over the years, Camp Mattatuck has been fortunate enough to have hundreds of
dedicated staff members spend their summer working with the scouts. One such staff member,
who will be returning to camp this summer for his
seventh consecutive season, is Justin Martin. Justin
is an Eagle Scout of Troop 52, and a graduate of
Watertown High School.
He currently attends
Central Connecticut State University, a junior
studying accounting. Justin started his work at camp
in 2004, working on the waterfront first under director
Jeff Lukens, and later under Frank Rodrigues, who
eventually asked him to serve as Assistant
Waterfront Director. An extremely distinguished
scout, Justin served two terms as Chief of the
Mattatuck Chapter, Order of the Arrow, two terms as
Vice Chief, and two terms as Treasurer. In 2007, he
received the Vigil Honor of the Order of the Arrow.
Outside of Scouting, Justin is an avid golf and
soccer player. The 2010 season will mark Justin’s
second year as Waterfront Director, and he is
looking forward to another summer of aquatic fun on
Lake Kenosha.
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Meeting Schedule for 2010
On January 10, 2010, 24 members met in the new Leever Lodge. Officers were elected, and as
recommended by the Nominating Committee, we will have quarterly membership meetings in 2010.
Remaining meetings will be:
April 25, 2010 1PM at Leever Lodge
July 22, 2010 7PM at Leever Lodge
October 2, 2010 6PM at Rotary Dining Lodge (2nd annual fund raising dinner)

Order of the Arrow Officers 2009-10
Chapter Chief: Peter Rodrigues
Chapter Vice Chief: David Dickinson
Chapter Treasurer: Justin Martin
Chapter Secretary: Nicholas Ascencao

Mattatuck Volunteers Officers
(elected January 10, 2010)

Chairman: Joe LeClair
Vice Chairman: Todd Bailey
Treasurer: Robert Reed
Secretary: Mark Dickinson
Dinner Chairman: Joe Ascencao

Our final mailed issue
This is the last issue we will mail. Please sign up for the Mattatuck Volunteers e-mail list
to receive future issues.
Go to: www.campmattatuck.org and click on the “Volunteers” page.
Our sincere thanks to Elm Press of Plymouth, CT for not only printing, but providing the
postage for our newsletter since 1999!
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