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Alan Chartier Named Camp Mattatuck Ranger 
At the annual Order of the Arrow holiday banquet Chris Moon 
announced that longtime Scouter Alan Chartier was hired as Camp 
Mattatuck ranger.  Al, (AKA “Flex”) learned to love camp as a Scout 
in Troop 39, Waterbury, as an OA officer, and as a member of the 
camp staff.  His intelligence, work ethic, and passion for camp and 
Scouting make him an excellent choice.  We’re sure the volunteer 
scouters and professional staff will give him their complete support 
and wish him the best in the new position 

Camp Rangers  
Edward Lovrinovicz   1953-1960 
Hugh Kennedy  1961-1962 
Miles S. “Bud” Ellsmore 1963-1966 
Robert Herbert  1966-2006 
Alan Chartier   2007- 
 

 
 
 

The team of Jon Andrew, Steve 
Ramponi, Matt Downey, Paul 
Hoffman, and Chris Moon 
constructed this handsome 
pavilion over the dining hall grills.  
This idea, funded by the 
Volunteers, was hatched in 2001, 
but sat on the backburner until 
now.  Spring will arrive with a 
vented green metal roof to match 
the dining hall.  Thank you, men! 

Great job! 
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These Woods are Haunted! 
by Patrick Sheridan 

The end of October is one of those times that showcases one of the many events held at 
Camp Mattatuck outside of the summer camp season.  On October 27th and 28th, the 
normally friendly woods of Camp Mattatuck turned “Haunted” as Camp hosted the 4th 
annual Haunted Woods.  This year the PATCO Entertainment team (led by Pat Sheridan, 
Rob Reed, Karen and Lizzy Pizzano, Brian Shannon and Chris Moon) constructed a 25 
minute walking tour of “Mattatuck Estates”.  The premise of the evening was that visitors 
were brought to Mattatuck Estates as heirs of “Mr. Body”, the former owner of the estate. 
They were the given a tour of the grounds by “Wadsworth”, Mr. Body’s butler, culminating 
in paying final respects to the not-quite-dead-yet, Mr. 
Body (played wonderfully by Eric Burdett).  The tour 
utilized almost the entire top of the hill, starting at the 
Memorial Pavilion and working down through the Cub 
Activities Field, Gestner and Barnum Cabins, the old 
Hickory campsite and back up the road to the Cub 
Pavilion, 49ers cabin, Tom’s Way and the Nature 
Center.  Highlights of the night included: 

- The aforementioned Eric Burdett and Fred Van 
Scoy as the “straightman” funeral director 

- A complete thunderstorm built by Rob Reed 
- Chris Moon and Chris Start’s “Mad Scientist” 

show  
- The Perkins Clan and their roles as caretaker, 

meat locker butcher and nanny 
- The Sanzeri twins “Headless” Horseman 

Much thanks goes to everyone who helped out 
throughout the two nights, including our cast of butlers and laundry list of scouts from 
various troops.  The creative team is already looking forward to next October when the 
trails ‘neath the summit of Mt. Tobe, once again turn haunted.   
 
Response from No.19… 
…It was so refreshing to read about Gus and to see that he is well and enjoying his retirement. I 
know I worked at camp under Gus. I think that's when I was either Program Director or Waterfront 
Director. Those days at camp shaped my life. It was the greatest experience I have ever 
encountered. I credit those days at Camp Mattatuck for helping me have a successful life both 
personally and in business. Thank you for all you are doing and for keeping the memory alive.       
Regards, Raymond L. Andro 

Come to the Reunion! 
Camp Director Christopher Moon invites you to a Staff Reunion, to be held on Saturday 
July 28 in conjunction with the Cub Parent Weekend. Past and present staff members and 
families are welcome for lunch at noon. There will be activities for all throughout the 
afternoon: swimming, boating, fishing, archery, hiking. touring. After dinner, there will more 
activities and a campfire. People can stay and sleep in a campsite for the night, have 
breakfast and then leave with more fond memories.  
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Imagine being a world away 

from home and receiving this 
note from Mattatuck Council 

Scout Executive “Chief” David 
Babson and Arthur Z. “Pop” 
Hirsch.  As you can see, it’s 

from Christmas, 1943. 
 

Project Updates 
Roy Cavanaugh has designed the 
septic fields for the Leever Lodge 
as well as the Mohawk campsite 
and Maple campsite 
latrine/showers. He is currently 
seeking town approvals on them.  
Leever Lodge, a gift from the 
Leever Foundation, is the training 
center to be built near the COPE 
field.   
 
The lake was drained this past fall 
and Chris Start and Jon Andrew 
did some excavating work with 
their machinery. The water is 
exceptionally clear now. Jon built 
a new stone wall between the 
dam and the diving area. With the 
added depth from the excavation 
we plan to restore the 2nd diving 
board.  
 

Financial Report: 
Balance as of Dec.31, 2005:  $29,717.52 
2006 Income:    $10,925.00 
2006 Expenditures:    $20,090.24 
Balance as of Dec.31, 2006:  $20,552.28 

Major expenses, 2006:  
• Zero-turn Kabota lawn mower. (volunteers can now mow in 8 hours what it used to 

take 3+days)  
• Mt. Bike Storage Shed with money received in 2005 from Thomaston Savings Bank 

Foundation. The shed allows year-round on-site storage and security for the camp's 
fleet of mountain bikes, and serves as a summer center of operations and 
maintenance.  

• tons of gravel through a $5,100 grant from the NRA Foundation.  
• a variety of smaller projects 
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Scouts Love Mattatuck in Winter! 
Several inches of fresh powder the night before 
the event made the perfect setting for the 2007 
Mad River District Klondike Derby held at Camp 
Mattatuck.  Over 500 Scouts and leaders 
participated in the daylong competition that is 
approaching 50 years old.  While the 
competitiveness is as strong as ever, an 
observer would have to be equally impressed 
with the excellent Scout Spirit displayed by the 
participants.  When one patrol’s sled broke 
down, a leader from another troop offered a 
spare sled to the Scouts.  When a patrol had 
trouble starting a fire, a competing patrol came 

over to lend a hand.  Courtesy and friendliness abounded.  First Place in the Senior 
Division was the Copperhead Patrol (see photo) of Troop 140, Oakville.  This is the 3rd 
year in a row the Copperheads won a trophy.  First Place in the larger Standard Division 
was won by the Rock'em Sock'em Robots from Troop 90, Cheshire.  
 The following weekend almost 400 Cub Scouts participated in Mad River’s annual 
Cub Blizzard.  In other winters as many as three districts have held winter events at 
Mattatuck.  Camp is a year-round adventure area. 
 

Camp Promotion DVD Distributed to Scoutmasters 
A new Camp Mattatuck promotional DVD was mailed to scoutmasters in February.  
“Professionally done by volunteers”, this DVD sparks interest by showing the many 
adventures awaiting our Scouts.  It even has a video clip that gives you the feeling you are 
gliding down the 675’ “zip line” at the COPE course!  Leaders are encouraged to make 
copies of the DVD and distribute them to first-year Scouts.  The team that developed the 
DVD was Rob Reed, Jeromy Nelson, Pat Sheridan, and Ryan Hall. 
 

Our Sincere Thanks 
 Thank you to the many generous people who continue to 
provide financial support to the Mattatuck Volunteers.  The 
officers and Camp Director Chris Moon are putting the money to 
good use, as you can see from the many projects going on 
around camp.  Our thanks are also extended to the many 
workers who volunteer their time to complete these projects.  
Would you like to receive this newsletter sooner…and in color?  
Sign up for our e-mail delivery at our 
website…http://matwreck.org/volunteers 

Scheduled Work Days 
Join us anytime between 9AM and 4PM on the following days: 
Sunday, March 25  

Saturday, April 21 with the OA  

Saturday and Sunday of Memorial Day weekend May 26 & 27  

Saturday, June 16 with the OA 
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Len Kendall 
We can never overestimate the impact people have on our lives.  The directions we turn toward are 

influenced by our parents and other family, teachers, coaches, and of course, our Scoutmasters. 
 Each of us was influenced by our own Scoutmaster, but some leaders have a positive impact even 
on Scouts outside their troops.  One such man is Len Kendall of Simsbury, Connecticut. 
 Many of you will recall the large, well organized Troop 176 (That’s the Spirit!) that began coming to 
Mattatuck in the summer of 1973, shortly after the merger of councils.  It was also Tom Horan’s first year as 
Camp Director.  Len Kendall would bring as many as 70 Scouts to camp and have only one or two adult 
assistants.  But Troop 76 was such an outstanding boy-run troop there was no need for more adults. 

Mike Gilmore…”Mr. Kendall was known for his unique way of ensuring that all scouts at camp woke up 
at the crack of dawn and were on-time for flag raising, even those teenagers who were accustomed to 
sleeping in until 9 or later.  As a new scout, it was a strange thing to hear for the first time.  One wondered 
where that singing was coming from and what was that noise that followed.  Until….he arrived at your tent.  
You were treated to the refrain of “Rise and Shine,” also known as Children of the Lord or for us common 
folk The Arky Arky Song.  Then it happened --the tent flaps opened slowly and in a sleepy daze, just when 
one thought it was over, one saw a round brass thing sticking into the tent and …….one was surely 
awakened now as reveille was blasted (in tune of course, as Mr. Kendall was also quite the bugler and 
musician) into the tent.  This went on from tent to tent until the whole troop was up.” 
 Mr. Kendall was an executive in a large insurance company and looked the part.  Tall, handsome 
and always neatly dressed, he spoke with enthusiasm.  He is extremely persuasive and effective as a coach 
and counselor.  Although he is best known for his skill in leading a large group, his gift of giving personal 
attention is special.  When you speak to Len he actively listens to you and you alone.  As Scoutmaster he 
somehow found a way to spend quality time with each boy.  For instance, sunrise would find him with a 
small group on a nature walk, with an emphasis on bird watching.  

Mike Gilmore…”Among his many other talents, Mr. Kendall was an expert bird watcher.  He could 
identify a bird, even if he was blind folded and wearing ear covers – ok an exaggeration, but you get the 
idea. However, never ever ask him, “are you sure?” when it comes to birding as one naïve scout did on a 
nature walk in fulfillment of the Bird Watching Merit Badge.  That was probably the only time that Mr. Kendall 
was observed getting mildly upset, but understandably so.  As funny as it was later, Mr. Kendall retold that 
story for years after.” 
 Joe LeClair…”One year an older boy in Troop 176 took the swim test and I told him he was a 
‘beginner’.  The boy was furious with me and let me know it.  He refused to return to the water for the 
remainder of the week.  Len caught wind of what happened, and made sure the Scout apologized.  More 
importantly, he helped the young man understand the importance of the test, encouraged him to return to 
swim classes, and in a short time the ‘beginner’ was a ‘swimmer’, and he went on to have a good week at 
camp.” 
 Troop 176 was the first troop from the old Metacomet District to come to Mattatuck.  Len 
encouraged others, and before long several fine troops began a trend that continues 35 years later.   

Joe LeClair…”One of the traditions that Troop 176 brought from their old camp was troop cheers.  
They would march down to dinner and shout along the way.  But the shouting didn’t stop there.  Cheers from 
Troop 176 often interrupted dinner.  This didn’t sit well with many of us.  We could tell that Camp Director 
Tom Horan didn’t like it, but Tom would never say anything to Len.  A cocky 19-year-old would, however.  
One day after a meal I approached Mr. Kendall and politely explained that the cheers weren’t something 
done at Mattatuck.  Mr. Kendall once again showed class.  Instead of being insulted or challenged, Len got 
even.  The next meal, when I sat down with his Scouts, they started pointing and gesturing for things to be 
passed.  The kids grinned from ear to ear as they communicated silently.” 

Chris Moon…“As I did announcements and songs, I noticed that 1/3 of the camp wasn't singing.  Well 
I'll show him. After the song was over I said ‘when I count to three, I want you to yell the name of the best 
troop in camp.’   The eyes of his scouts opened wide. The Scouts looked at Len for approval to yell. He 
remained seated, crossed his arms and shook his head "No". From that point on we laughed about it and He 
said that he liked the quiet meal so much that he was going to do it every year. Troop 176 was a great troop 
with great junior leaders who learned from Len. Many of his scouts joined our staff and left lasting memories.  
For years Troop 176 enjoyed at least one “silent meal” during their week at camp.” 
 Len Kendall is retired from Scouting, and spends most of his time caring for and enjoying his family.  
While we don’t see him as often as we’d like, he remains close to our hearts, and lessons learned are 
applied, and passed on to others, each day. 
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Mattatuck Volunteers 

Officers  
Chairman:   Joseph Gannon   
Vice Chairman:   Jonathan Andrew 
Treasurer:   Robert Reed 
Secretary:   Paul Hoffman 

http://matwreck.org/volunteers 
 

 
Mail contributions to: 

Camp Mattatuck Volunteers 
PO Box 257 

Plymouth, CT  06782-0257 
 

Printing and mailing operations donated by Elm Press, Inc. Plymouth, CT  
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