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Bob Herbert Retires after 39 
Years as Camp Ranger 

 Say it ain’t so, Joe.  Mattatuck just won’t 
seem the same without its ranger for over half the 
camp’s life.  Bob Herbert 
served alongside five camp 
directors and oversaw 
countless improvements.  
To name a few…the new 
Babson Health Lodge, 
49’ers Cabin, Gesner Cabin, 
multiple renovations of 

Barnum, Mohawk, and Hess Cabins, the re-facing of the dam, two 
major improvements to the dining hall, the paving of the camp road 
and the construction of new latrines with showers in Arrow North, 
Arrow South, Cedar, Polaris, and 49’ers campsites.  Bob was a vigilant 
guardian of the camp boundaries, and always insisted on quality work 
to be done at camp. 
 Bob and Sue came to camp as young adults and raised two 
children here.  Sue retired the past year, so now the two of them are 
moving to their home on Lake Champlain in Vermont.  We wish them 
many happy, healthy years of retirement. 
 When you think of Bob you might remember… 

• Jay and Saundra growing up in camp. 
• Tonka, his magnificent black German Shepherd. 
• The red Dodge Powerwagon, which by the time it was put out of commission, had 

no doors and a Herbert-built wooden bed.  No machine ever served camp better. 
• His singing hammer.  A beautiful framing hammer with a hard steel that became a 

tuning fork.  And the tuning fork would hit its highest note just as the hammer was 
near your ear on the recovery stroke! 

On Wednesday, August 23rd, a dinner was held honoring Bob. Under a party tent in the 
amphitheater, 64 friends enjoyed a wonderful evening which featured Bob trying to cut his 
cake with a chain saw and culminated with a gift being presented to him: a bright red electric 
golf cart with a diamond plate pickup bed. 
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Groundbreaking  will take place in October 
for the new training center funded by the Leever 
Foundation.  This building will feature sleeping, 
eating, and meeting areas primarily for groups using 
our COPE course.  The Leever Foundation is the 
result of the generosity of the Harold Leever family.  
Mr. Leever was once president of the Mattatuck 
Council, and headed the highly successful 
MacDermid Company of Waterbury.   
 

With funding from the Thomaston Savings Bank Foundation , a Mountain Bike Resource 
Center was constructed and used over the summer. It was a great addition to Camp 
Mattatuck and allows for year round use of the program as well as a much more practical use 
of storage space.  
 
The Mattatuck Volunteers will be directing the Christmas Tree sales at the Mattatuck 
Christmas tree Farm. We will need help selling trees from 9-3 on the Saturdays and Sundays 
of December 2,3 and 9.10 and 16, 17. Let Chris Moon know if you can help. 
(cj@matwreck.org or 203-217-7871). 

Constitution Grove 
Over 125 Fraternal Organizations Joined to Support Scouting in 1938 

On November 6, 1938 hundreds of Scouts and members of the 
community assembled at the new Camp Mattatuck to dedicate pine trees 
planted to honor the United States Constitution.  The trees were donated 
by virtually every civic organization and Boy Scout troop in the area.  
Keynote speaker was Horace Dutton Taft, founder of the Taft School and 
brother of the president.  Mr. Taft spoke eloquently about the constitution.  
Other participants were Fremont Alderson, chairman of the grove 
committee, J.Milton Burrall, Jr., Chairman of the Camp Committee, Walter 
H.Deacon, President of the Mattatuck Council, Hilliard B.Holbrook, Deputy 
Regional Executive, and David F.Babson, Mattatuck Council Executive.  
Rev.Richard Baxter gave the invocation and Rev.Eugene P.Cryne 
pronounced the benediction. 
 Originally, 13 trees, representing the original colonies, were planted in a semi-circle, 
with other trees in the background.  The hope was to establish Catholic, Jewish, and 
Protestant chapels in the grove of the camp, which was due to open its first summer of 
operation in 1939. 
 The story of Constitution Grove shows the tremendous support Scouting received from 
the community.  Photo: Howard D.Taft,  courtesy of Leslie D. Manning Archives of the Taft School 

Beth Horan and Jeromy Nelson Wed 
 Assistant Camp Director Jeromy Nelson and Beth Horan were married on September 
3, 2006.  Beth is the daughter of Jean Horan and the late Camp Director Tom Horan.  Jeromy 
was a Scout in Tom’s Troop 109, and is still a leader in that troop.  Current Camp Director 
Chris Moon gave the bride away. 

Mail contributions to: 

Camp Mattatuck Volunteers 

PO Box 257 
Plymouth, CT  06782-0257 



Irene & Gus Bosio, 1965 
Jane (4 yr), Rae (16 months), Nancy (3 months) 
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Where Is He Now?. 
Gus Bosio, Camp Director, 1963-1965 
Camp Mattatuck was very special to me, and to my family as 
well, as I look back on the three years that I was privileged to 
serve as Camp Director.  I was employed as the District 
Executive for the Southeast District, which served Naugatuck, 
Beacon Falls, Prospect and Cheshire. 
 When you grow up in a camp, as I did, in the Boston 
Council where I 
served on the camp 
staff and was Chief of 

our OA Lodge, you feel it is the best camp in the world, 
a comfortable and unequaled setting.  My first visit to 
Mattatuck was on a quiet Sunday afternoon, May 1, 
1962.  Looking around the deserted camp, it felt 
strange, not like my old Loon Pond Camp in Boston.  
Well, you can guess the rest of the story.  When the 
first campers arrived at Mattatuck in my first year I 
loved the camp; then it felt right.  The rich traditions, 
great staff and programs and the terrific, caring 
Scoutmasters soon changed my opinion of the camp.  
The “Mattatuck Spirit” took over. 
 During the three years our program expanded 
to include out-of-camp trips, the Griffin Cottage was 
constructed, and our family, which now included three 
daughters, lived there.   Irene often commented that 
the best thing about living in camp was getting to know 
the staff members.  The staff each year was great and 
they contributed to my growth as a Scouter. 
Prior to entering the Scouting profession I served in 
the US Army and was stationed on the island of Okinawa 
where I was a Scoutmaster and District Commissioner as 
well as Program Director of our camp for three summers.  
I completed my education at Springfield College and my first professional position was as 
District Executive in the Narragansett Council, Rhode Island. 
 Frank Savino, the Mattatuck Council Scout Executive who hired me in1962, had moved 
on to Worcester, Mass., and in 1966 invited me to join him there as the Assistant Scout 
Executive.  While there I directed the camps for three seasons and our son was born.  During 
this period I authored what is now the national cub Scout program that includes two years of 
being a Webelo.  We conducted experiments, made recommendations and implemented the 
program later adopted by the National Council.  
 In 1983 we moved to Indianapolis, Indiana where I served as Scout Executive of the 
Crossroads of America council, serving 50,000 youth in nineteen counties.  I retired at age 
sixty on November 1, 1993.  Upon retirement the council dedicated the famous Boy Scout 
statue, which stands in front of the Council office, in my honor. 
 (cont’d on page 2) 
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Gus Bosio, continued… 

Since retiring we have had many adventures.  Irene and I have traveled and spent time in 
many countries in Europe, Turkey and China in Asia, and Bolivia, Argentina, Peru, Venezuela, 
and Ecuador in South America. 
 In 1994 we ventured to backpack the Appalachian Trail starting on Mt.Katahdin, Maine.  
We hiked about 300 miles over 33 peaks to the New Hampshire border before Irene broke her 
pelvis!  We had return visits to the trail, hiking all of New Hampshire and part of Vermont.  
Unfortunately, my knees prevent us from continuing.  During three winters we led tours into 
Mexico for people in recreational vehicles. 
 Currently we reside in Indianapolis where I have helped with the council’s Endowment 
Development Program and was the recipient of the Silver Beaver Award.  For a number of 
years I have assisted Scout councils in the Midwest and Northeast with their endowment 
efforts. 
 We are still New Englanders. Seven years ago we purchased a cottage in Boothbay 
Harbor, Maine where we spend our summers. 
 For the few who may remember our little girls, Jane, age 45 lives in San Francisco and 
works with the homeless; Rae, 42, teaches Spanish here in Indianapolis, and Nancy, 41, is 
guest service manager for a hotel in the Orlando area.  Our son Richard and his wife own 
Harbor Embroidery, a small business in Boothbay Harbor.  We have eight grandchildren ages 
10-25. 
 My life has been a wonderful journey.  Scouting was the thread allowing me to know 
hundreds of dedicated men and women who care about young people.  The Scouting spirit 
has no boundaries; I can clearly see the canoe, crossing the lake, hear the bell ring its 

message and feel that Mattatuck is in good hands.  Gus  
 

25 Years of Service 
The Mattatuck Volunteers organization was formed in 1981 as a result of discussions we had at an 
Order of the Arrow weekend. There were a good number of adults there that weekend, and we 
decided to form our own organization for the following reasons:  

• We were concerned that if there was too much adult involvement on the O.A. weekends the 
boys would lose leadership opportunities.  

• We wanted to work on more advanced projects  
• We wanted to raise funds for those projects.  
A similar group in the Quinnipiac Council was used as a model. They offered camp scholarships to 

boys. We adopted this idea at first but lost interest after the first year. Our first Chairman was Stanley 
Abromaitis, who served from October 1981 to January 1982. Barney Surprenant took over from there 
and capably led the group until his sudden death in 1999.   

Our first project was our most ambitious one, the camp amphitheater.  Originally built in 1955 with 
benches raised on wooden posts, over the years the benches had been reduced to simple oak slabs 
lying on the ground, providing uncomfortable seats for parents and Scouts.  With financial and other 
support from the Waterbury Rotary Club the Volunteers spent numerous weekends in 1982 and 1983 
digging holes, pouring cement, and building the raised benches we have today.  John DiMaria did the 
layout, Dan Shattuck provided tools and know-how, and Dick Giacin was the glue that kept us working 
together.  Dozens of workers contributed to this two-year project, which restored the amphitheater and 
the lake as the centerpiece of the camp once again. 

Thanks to the generous support of Scout leaders, camp alumni, and friends of camp our budget is 
bigger than ever.  Led by Camp Director Chris Moon, Volunteers Chairman Joe Gannon and Vice 
Chairman Jon Andrew, the staff and the Volunteers continuously improve on the physical aspects of 
the camp while maintaining the aesthetic features that make camp special. 

Printing and mailing operations donated by Elm Press, Inc. Plymouth, CT  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Scenes from 2006 
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Jose Ascencao Receives Silver Beaver Award 
Longtime Mattatuck Volunteer and Troop 102 Naugatuck Assistant Scoutmaster 
Jose Ascencao received the council’s highest award for volunteer service at the 
annual Scouters’ Recognition Dinner October 17th.   

 

Mattatuck Volunteers 
Officers 2005-2007  

Chairman:   Joseph Gannon   
Vice Chairman:   Jonathan Andrew 
Treasurer:   Robert Reed 
Secretary:   Paul Hoffman 

http://matwreck.org/volunteers 
 

Scheduled Work Days 
Join us anytime between 9AM and 4PM on the following days: 
 
Sunday, October 22 Setup for Haunted Woods, Finish Grill Roof and 

possibly paint the Dining Hall  

Saturday, November 18. The lake will be drained and we will clear brush and 

debris  

December:  Tree Farm help on Weekends  

Saturday, January 13  

Saturday, February 24  

Sunday, March 25  

Saturday, April 21 with the OA  

Saturday and Sunday of Memorial Day weekend May 26 & 27  

Saturday, June 16 with the OA 

 

 
Camp Mattatuck Volunteers 
PO Box 257                                               News from Camp Mattatuck for 
Plymouth, CT  06782-0257 
http://matwreck.org/volunteers/: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


